Archaeological Researches in the Area of Keelung Bay
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Archaeological remains consisting for the most part of stone tools and potteries in
the area of Keelung Bay were known in the older days of the japanese reign already.

In the war-time, in August, 1943, four shell mounds on a very small scale were
found on a stretch of the shore of Ta-sha Bay. Among the modern Chinese ceramics
from the shell mounds, there was one piece of Ketagalan sherd.

The evidence adduced from these findings is, as we believe, sufficient to show that
the shell mounds belong to those of some modern days after Chinese ceramics were
abundantly introduced into the district where the aboriginal Ketagalan people lived.

However, the land behind the shore where also some shell mounds were found
seems to have been an ideal place for the ancient settlers. We actually found a lot

of Ketagalan sherd fragments around the area behind Ta-sha Bay.
It is said that the Quimory village of a Ketagalan tribe was located arcund the

Tasha Bay district. So, the finds from the land behind the Ta-sha Bay seem to
provide an actual evidence indicating a former site where QQuimory people dwelt.

In September 12, 1945, we made an archaeological research in Shé-liao Island
focated just at the mouth of Keelung Bay and found a stone cist on the northern
shore near the beach. Associated with the stone cist, Ketagalan sherds and Chinese
ceramics were unearthed. Judging from the finds, it seems quite natural to consider
that the stone cist was made by some of the Quimory people. However, according
to some Chinese documents, exposed burial was said to have been their original way
of burial, and jar burial appeared after Chinese people came to dwell with them.

Such being the case, we can’t help concluding that the burial in a stone cist was
introduced inte the Quimory district from the coastal district of Eastern Iormosa
where the stone cist burial has been practiced since the prehistoric period.
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Fig. 1. Map of Keelung Bay.
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Fig. 2. Map of Ta-sha Bay, Keelung, locations, A~D,
indicating the distribution of the shell mounds.
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Fig. 3. Map of She-liao Island, Kealung.
A : The site where the stone cist was found.
B : The site where the prehistoric artifacts were found.
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PLATE I

Rubbings of the potsherds with impressed pattern found in Ta-sha Bay district

No. 14 : Pottery fragment found on the bed rock of the shell mound A
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PLATE II

Rubbing of the potsherds with impressed pattern on She-liac Island
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PLATE III
Rubbings of ths potsherds with impressed pattern collected in the areas of Ta-sha Bay and
She-liao Island
No.1 : Impressed pottery collectad in the Ta-sha Bay district

No.2 : Impressed pottery collected in a certain Ketagalan village (Ethnolegical Museum,

National Taiwan University)
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PLATE IV

Rubbings of the potsherds with impressed pattern found in the stone cist site
Nos. 1~6 The sherds collected in the surface soil
Nos. 7~ 17 The sherds collected in the soil in which the stone cist was buried { 25 cm~ 60 cm)

Nos. 18~-36 The sherds collected in the soil below the stone cist ( 60 cm~ 85cm)
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PLATE V

Tapping butt with engraved dssigns collected in a certain Ketetagalan village (Drawing by

Prof. Chen Chi-lu, Ethnological Mussum, Natjonal Taiwan University)
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PLATE VI

Stone artifacts found around Keelung Bay re-drawn from the paper, “Stone implements found
around Keelung” by S. Ishisaka and M. Miyamoto, Kagaku no Taiwan, Vol. II. Nos. 5, 6 (1934)

Nos. 1, 2 : Shouldsred axes, sand stone

No.3 : Rectangular adze, sand stone
No.4 : Rectangular adze with slight step, sand stone
No.5 : Bark cloth beater, slate

No.6 : Stone axe with lenticular secticn, sand stone
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PLATE VII

Stonz artifacts collected in She-liac-Island

Nos. 1, 2, 3 Stone sinkers, hard sand stone (Suzuki Collection)
Nos. 4, 5  Stone axes, sand stone in site B

No. 6 Stepped stone adze, schistic stone ibid
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