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The Spirit of Poetry in Henry van Dyke

—van Dyke v. Novalis—
By
Toshio Mine

I have to admit that Henry van Dyke is a minor figure in American literature,
vet it will not be just not to admit that the very few have had as many-sided and
cminent abilities as Henry van Dyke. Having been tired of Romanticism, the Ameri-
cans began to follow Realism right after the Civil War, but van Dvke found real
beauty and uninfected ‘man’ in nature. I see deeper significance in the fact that he
did not find satisfaction in mere historical Romanticism but that he did find deep
contentment in honest childlike nature of man before God, discovering the way for
expressing freeness of spirit in the ‘spirit of poetry’, not limited by time nor space.

There is no question that he is a poet, and an exceeding one, but we find him
having lived a life of ‘a child of God’ and that he was always a Christian before a
poet. His poetry is the natural utterance of his faith, not formulated in the frame-
work of literature but it is just the ‘exhaust’ of his life itself, the life devotional
and poetic. His poetry is the very product of his total existence. We can hear an-
them of a devout soul everywhere in his works. We can feel pulses of adoration and
consecration in hig literature which is ‘only secondary to life.”

That his solid faith, though somewhat obdurate, has given unity to his work

and his character is the very fact that attracts me most.
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“The Blue Flower which the old German poet and philosopher, Novalis, used in
his romace of Heinrich von Ofterdingen to symbolise poetry, the object of his
voung hero’s quest, I have used to signify happiness, the satisfaction of the heart.

My wish is that the Blue Flower may grow in the garden where you work.”
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“Is this Calvinism or Christianity measuring the mind of God by the logic of the

seventeenth century?”
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“We do not sneer at the dogmas of theology. They are certainly as important as

the dogmas of science. We do not despise the questions of ritual. They are at least
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of equal consequence with the questions of social order. But religion is infinitely
beyond all these. It is more vital and more profound. It does not appeal to the
intellect alone. It is not satisfied with the conclusions of logic. Nor does it rest at
ease upon the aesthetic sense. It reaches down into the very depths of the living,
throbbing human heart, and stirs a longing which nothing cutward and formal
can ever still, —— the longing for personal fellowship with God.”
F 721896 Fic#E 7z “The Gospel for an Age of Doubt” (3 FEHOEHE % REMB L T 3,
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V372 X 70 2 e ALid 1912851013260 F ¢ The National Institute of Arts and Letters DBEE 72 b,
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“I love thine island seas, Thy groves of giant trees,...

LW HFZILF “America” »F X,

“I know that Europe’s wonderful,yet something seems to lack. The past is too
much with her, and the people looking back., But the glory of the present is to
make the Future {free,. ..

We love our land for what she is and what she is to be.”
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“Jovful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of Love...”
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“Few men have finer appreciation of literature, but he knows that it is but sec-
ondary to life.”
EEOTIVD,
van Dyke (€& 2 TRIINEDET &, MOFE L TOAMDEEOREI 21, Mims & “p
NOHBWAMROLITEIZ S §DiF, F )X MAOTBANENTH D, ZOEMBPNOHR R LIK
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essay ‘‘Little Rivers” OEFIOEIL, DHNOBEEPEEHCHTHNTE I LA,

“You shall not be deceived in this book. It is nothing but a handful of rustic
variations on the old tune of ‘Rest and be thankful’, a record of uncomventional
travel, a pilgrim’s scrip with a few bits of blue-sky philosophy in it. There is, so
far as I know, very little useful information and absclutely no criticism of the
universe to be found in this volume....

But if you care for plain pleasures, and informal company, and friendly obser-
vations on men and things, (and a few true {ish-stories,) then perhaps you may
find something here not unworthy your perusal. And so I wish that your winter
fire may burn clear and bright while you read these pages: and that the summer
days may he fair, and the fish may rise merrily to your fly, whenever you follow

one of these little rivers.”
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2L DEDDED
“We preferred the story of ‘The Little Girl in the Well’ and ‘Tommy ILizard and
Frankie Frog’ and other wonderful tales that he invented and told us between
supper and bed time.” (“Story of The Author’s Life from A Child’s Point of View”)
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van Dyke MXZFEDF 7= 7HL D tEMEICES 2HES, SR NEOEZIRNSFETH A LA,
DRI C 2 <EH>ORBE 2R D 125ICB 0T, hdo, BINCEEL Fm s OFfIs R 5 L&
5, Romanticism HSEEHIREERICEE L b, Hib, #E, AROEW, EEOBEF~DRRTSHH [HE
T AESORITH 3 | (CHEYEEPEEE, p204) &34, van Dyke % Romanticism O
NOFRICRBY2THAE L, 25 THH LI fﬂn;@igh EHLZRIL 5 4 DT 0DS,
—VEF < — v S E<IFE T E 0 S b TR C EDY, Bk, MARERT ATFRIZE L
BEIT, HAHLE, FO5ULRUNIGERTIMADO L SIS T ERXMETICb 0, FHFADHRMEERIIL L
D BIEHOLIERY<EER L o T>EMRL LS &89, »A > TERLT, RE(UIHERD S 25
ICAFELTY, ZNIEERNTH A LA ANV, FNTIED S0, FWEXTRZL, 2
DEERFENA<EFESTHAENITBR2E B LTI, BB3 L OEFESEFALOBEIREL
Eb,ﬁwéﬁ%%m@@<,%Mﬁ%%&:%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁerbf BEFT s oTIRE o2 L B R
ETEDTH b,
j~/%;71@$vzhﬁﬁ&bf<H@éA\z 7S
e MEFFICED, AEFHCEN THWIYEOF ) R
72 van Dyke 38E o {EBERRL 15,

¥ o1z van Dyke DI DE) &3 HE &C% {
MRS L TR Z s $ N ICES

“The logic of rationalism is applied to its own premisses in order to show that
they are unfounded and unverifiable. The result of this attack, as it has been
made with a relentless and masterly hand by Mr. Athur James Balfour in his De-
fence of Philosophic Doubt, is to exhibit the startling fact that ‘the universe as
represented to us by science is wholly unimaginable, and that our conception of it
is what in Theology would be termed purely anthropomorphic” The evidence for
the existence of a world composed of atoms and ether is no more conclusive, the
account which science gives of their nature and qualities is no more coherent,
than the evidence and account which faith gives of a world created by a personal
God and inhabited by immortal souls. Pure agnosticism is thus forced into the
service of Christianity and used to destroy all a priori objections to it. Giant Doubt
is brought low by turning his own weapons against himself, even as Benaiah, the
son of Jehoiada, slew the Egyptian with his own spear.” (“The Gospel for an

Age of Doubt”)

BEICEA TSROSO/ b i TiT AR 2 BROFICRD 1o O Z 12O AL E
%®m®<huﬂ@ﬁm ey o, MRMERRRE O TNIDR, HRZOLOTELE» 212, X0 5
PROEFITIZERANOERIZ R Nz, B OEZET 2 AR, Kohvood 5 ARl & OBEEII B
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BN ThHb, “Fisherman’s Luck” % “Little Rivers” 22 D&% X L HAL T3, BHEBS ARG
% B0 5 BEET 3 HAICABL, ABBERKEOKD Y 2IEET 30010, B OEFBEL TS
MREBIE, DL LU TOARM, BRRET % van Dyke 0 & > CZBEMICEA 12, EfE ¢ 0 b3, M
DTN DREDKEDHTT 5 VT TN b bbb b T<HBDBED > b 2 THARC L L, van
Dyke 50 P& &>2BROAE SIHLTH 3,

“We think we know a great deal more about the processes and laws and condi-
tions of life than men used to know. And probably that is true; though it is not
quite certain, for it is hard to say precisely how much those inscrutable old Egyp-
tians and Hebrews and Chaldaeans and Hindus knew and did not tell.” (Preface,
“The Unknown Quantity”)

Fiz, DNONOHBOESN T IREEOTEL, ZOBREMEAIZIABDOTHI ERDEITES

“But granting that we have gone beyond them, we have not gone very far, we
have not come to perfect knowledge. There is still something around us and within

that baffles and surprises us.” (Preface, “The Unknown Quantity”)

ADESDUNS ISRAD &SI CF<FE>IECY 3 a5e R L, BOERREET 2,
WOSEICER L T R 5700 &0 S BB ORI HE BB EE » > T FHOE Y B2, &
ROHE> ERT 2 EOLICES LHITHORT ) DEEVFICES & S IRA TS THAREREL L. I
“Spy Rock” DT Keene 115 3,

“Who can prove that a ray of light may not be curved, under certain conditions,
or refracted in some places in a way that is not possible elsewhere? I tell you
there is something extraordinary about this Spy Rock. It is a seat of power
Nature’s observatory. More things are visible here than anywhere else
than I have told you yet.” (“Spy Rock™ p. 116, 1 2 U » 7 13%EH)

more

AL, 20 L5 n<ERHE>OHFICI T L O EHERE D, BEOHROFICES LT &N
RENCT B, 2 77 ) 2CEDTE [RTHFHNL S OREFNTRINELSR ] OTH LS, HHEHNA
IR T et 3 RIS 2 EHE T, <RABDEH>~DRIGTH > T b AEEE 20, Keene 1355,

K

“I can see, not by the light-rays only, but by the rays which are colourless, imper-
the rays of the unknown quantity, which penetirate every-

ceptible, irresistible
where,”(“Spy Rock™)

MpEEsE, AWTEEORIET 24D T X ) h O H 2T, AR van Dyke i, Ik 50
W, 2L THERCIIATS 2 MEEE LD &0 5 TEENEMN > ICKE> Ui hudie 6z 21z,
“Spy Rock” @ Kenee OEER$ 5 —FE»Dh k3,

“How was such a man to be brought back to the real life whose first condition is
the acceptance of a limited outlook, the willingness to live by trust as much as

by sight, the power of finding joy and peace in the things that we feel are the
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best, even though we cannot prove them nor explain them? How could he ever

bring anything but discord and sorrow to those who were bound to him?”
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TW0e UdrL, van Dyke &/ o7 UV 200 % C 254, pbOD X 5 s b2 5173 F IR
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LR 272, van Dyke T & 0”’(1915555 DM, NA Yy e OB TS, inward happi-
ness 2RO TEET B ALDEFD L DTH B, van Dyke & “Blue Flower” DRETIRDLEHITES,

“It is the idea of the search for inward happiness, which all men who are really

alive are following, along what various paths, and with what different fortunes!”
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FHT, b hicd <ETH>EI0EN S, FEEO®RELEY T, BHOERECH Ch, EEE
T2 h OEELT B &0 5 EEFOFRLE R 0 o i iy 5 A T<EIEN > b DIc<GF>OEMER L O &
1,7z van Dyke 23, 2 77> U 2ITiEROBE LAE 2Tz EE S FTARDThH b,

FR (Henry van Dyke & Z2D[)

1852411 /410F Philadelphia i Germantown (2401 % 243 Rev, Henry Jackson van Dyke,
The First Presbyterian Church of Germantown.
18534 Brooklyn <k
18544 (Thoreau: “Walden”)
18554F (Longfellow: “Hiawatha”) (Whitman: “Leaves of Grass”)
18634F (Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address) Henry van Dyke 2117}
18734 Princeton University k0 AB., 2%} %5 (213)
(Mark Twain and C.D.Warner: “The Gilded Age”)
18754 (Henry James: ‘““A Passionate Pilgrim”)
18774 Princeton Theological Seminary A53%
18780F 2 —1 9 ~JED, Berlin THER
18794 United Congregational Church, Newport,R.L DY E U TR FE
18814F BaltimoreEllen Reid &5
18834F Brick Presbyterian Church,N.T. ML, T C THEDTEDHHICIL 5,
18844 lZr{E“The Reality of Religion” HifR
(Mark Twain: “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”)
18894E “The Poetry of Tennyson”
18924 (Alfred Lord Tennyson FE9)
18954 ““Little Rivers”
18964  “The Gospel for an Age of Doubt” “The Story of The Other Wise Man”
18974 ““The First Christmas Tree”
1898%F (Spanish-American War)
18994F “Fisherman’s Luck”
Murray Professor of English Literature of Princeton University {2785,
19004 Avalon €& F
19014 ““The Ruling Passion”
19024F “The Blue Flower”
190742 “Days Off” (essay)
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19084
191048
19124

19134
19164E
191748

19194F

192047
19224F
19234
19314F

= B W % AR, A (1)
“Cut of Doors in the Hollyland” (essay)

“The Spirit of America” (essay)

“The Unknown Quantity”

The National Institute of Arts and Letters OPresident &72%,

Woodrow Wilson 12 L b the Netherlands & Luxembourg OXfEicEw2415%,
FAREZ#EET 5, (Sandburg: “Chicago Poems™)

7 T A DR R

Lieutenant Commander in the Chaplain Corps of the U.5. Navy €75 %,
(T.S.Eliot: “Prufrock, and Other Poems”)

Princeton 1TIE 5,

7 5 AWK & O the Cross of the Legion of Honor 285414,

Oxford University L& b D.C.L. degree 23541 %,

KA UHEFMERZIC TG EEEL> L TS

(T.S. Eliot: “The Waste Land”)

TS D b H B

Golden Wedding Aniversary

19334 ¢ F10H, Avalon MBI TS, HESIT,

— 10 —



