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On the Yabuchi Type Pottery—An evidence showing the Cultural
Intercourse between the Ryukyus and Amami-Oshimas

By

Naoichi Koxvusvu and Itaru MisHIMA

There is a big cave on the small island, Yabuchi, off Katsuren peninsula on
the eastern coast of Okinawa; it is 4.3 m deep and its cave entrance |9 m wide.
In April, 1960, Koxusvy, one of the authors, and Mr. M. Taxemoro had a very
lucky chance to excavate a trial pit at the cave. The culture of the upper layer is
characterized by a dark red-brown coarse pottery with sand or crushed shell admix-
ture, a reminiscent of south Ryukyuan Panari.

Accompanying finds were shell rings and one clam shell with chipped edge,
obviously a shell knife. This find inventory represents the culture of a somewhat
maritime orientation, plus milet cultivation with ancient techniques. The lower
layer is characterized by very thin pottery of almost blackish colour with sand
tempering and a finish.

The decoration consits of either irregular widely spaced vertical stripes or de-
pressed marks extending over the outer surface of the vessel form. It appears to be an
almost straight mouth jar or a jar with a mouth slightly curved outward. Accompa-
nying finds were composed of a hammer stone with indentations on both upper and
lower surfaces, a roughly shaped rectangular adze and a sinisterly finished broad
hoe. Most remarkable amongst the find inventory was arrow points made of shell.
Typologveally type A (elongated triangle), B (caulescent leaf-shape ), and C (Triangle)
are represented. One of the specimens is obvious imitation of metal arrow point. The
above-mentioned thin pottery with the decoration consited of irregular impressed

vertical stripes or depressed marks is very remarkable pottery which has never

*OKEERFEROTER  Hae’s 19652 9 H BHE
Contribution from the Shimonoseki University of Fisheries, No. 446
Received Feb. 9, 1965

— 33—



34 H 24 H —=Z B % AKKHRER, A (10)

been found in the Ryukyus and other southern islands of Japan.

With regard to the pottery type from the Yabuchi cave we want to name it “‘the
Yabuchi type pottery”. This type pottery, however, was found f{rom Yaya cave
in Tsuchihama, Amami-Oshima, in 1963, three yers after the Yabuchi excavation.
Professor M. Nacar and I. Mishima, one of the authors, excavated this cave.
The strata are divided into four layers; the surface layer, the first layer, the
second layer and the bed rock. The Yabuchi type pottery was found from the first
and second layers. According to the careful investigation, it seems probable that
the site belongs to the later Jomon stage. Though the ““Yabuchi type pottery” from
the Yaya cave represents some slight variations compared with the Yabuchi pottery,
these finds from the remote islands, Yabuchi and Amami-Oshima, seem to tell

a clear cultural link between these islands.
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Fig. 1. Islands of Okinawa and Amami. Arrow marks

show the locations of Yabuchi and Yaya.
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Fig. 2. Stratification of Yabuchi trial trench.

1. Artificial Floor of efflorescent coral ; 2. Culture containing layer of blackish earth (dark red

brown pottery with sand and crushed shell admixture) ; 3. Second artificial floor consisting of
coral stones ; 4—5. Earth layer of reddish-brown or dark brown colour; 6. Whitish soil ; 7.
Ash ; 8. Reddish brown scil layer (Thin pottery fragments) ; 9. Soil colour : blackish-brown ;

10. Soil colour : brown ; 11. Soil colour : blackish ; 12. Coral mother rock.
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Fig. 3. Stratification of Yaya trial trench.
1. First layer : Soft clay of light brown colour (potsherds with scratched marks, depressed marks
and sunken relief marks) 2. Second layer : Light blackish-brown clay layer above bed rock

(potsherds with rich variation of deccration).
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PLATE |

Potsherds with depressed marks from the lower cultural layer of Yabuchi cave.
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PLATE ]

Rubbings of potsherds with depressed marks from the lower cultural layer of Yabuchi cave.

The inner surtaces are covered with Finger prints.
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PLATE [

Vessels with depressed marks reconstructed (Lower cultural layer of Yabuchi cave).
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PLATE W

Potsherds with depressad marks from Yaya cave.
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PLATE V

Rubbings of potsherds from the First layer of Yaya cave.
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PLATE V[

Rubbings of potsherds from the second layer of Yaya cave.
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PLATE V[

Shell rings from the upper cultural layer of Yabuchi cave.

1. Exterior view 2. Interior view
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PLATE V§

Shell knife from the upper cultural layer of Yabuchi cave.

1. Exterior view 2. Interior view
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PLATE [X

Artifacts from the lower cultural layer of Yabuchi cave.
1. Shell arrow points from the lower cultural layer of Yabuchi cave

2. Stone implements ibid
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PLATE X

Artifacts from Yaya cave.
1. Sinkers and axes in shell from the first and second layers
1,4. Shell sinkers 2,3. shell axes (1,3 Interior view 2,4 Exterior view)
2. Shell pendants
3. Stone axe
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