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Impressed Pottery Sites in the Takidis (Takilis) River District
By

Naoichi Kokusu

Viewed from the archaeological study of Formosa, the north eastern part of
Formosa seems to be an unacquainted region. However, prior to the Pacific War,
Professors N. Utsurikawa, N. MivamoTo and T. MaABUcCHI made their ethnological
survey in this region and collected archaeclogical materials.

Professor T. MABUCHI especially made a very careful survey along the Takidis
River and its tributary. Never having the opportunity to visit the prehistoric sites
along the Takidis River and its tributary, the author is dependent chiefly on the
notes of the register of the Taihoku University Museum and on field notes made
by Professor T. MABUCHI.

The prepared plates of the archaeological materials from the Takidis River district
were made by the author in 1949, the last year of the author’s research activities
in Formosa.

With regard to the impressed design pottery associated with iron implements
found along the Takidis River and it’s tributary, Tausai River, the Atayal people
generally believe that these have been left by the Mok-quaolin. According to the
Atayal legend, the Mok-quaolin is believed to be the ancestor of the Kuvaran,
Pangtsah or Formosan Chinese.

The pottery with impressed design is known in the wide area of the northern
coastal district. And the potsherds are usually associated with the artifacts of the
tribes of the Ketagalan and Kuvaran.

With regard to the origin of the pottery with impressed design, the author’s
opinion is as follows.

No traces of the pottery with impressed design are yet known on the southern
islands including Itanasai, Botel-tobago and islands of the Philippines. The
affinities, however, with the impressed design of the hard pottery from the coastal

area of South China seems to be worthy of attention.
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The author believes that the impressd design pottery culture must have been
introduced from south China into some part of north western coastal district of
Formosa in the later prehistoric stage. And then it appears that both techniques
and some of the design patterns were introduced from some of the culture bases
of the north western Formosa into the district of the Ketagalan and Kuvaran. The
hard black pottery of fine quality associated with Chinese procelains is known from
the site of the mouth of River Takidis too. It appears that these hard black pottery
and Chinese procelains may have been introduced into the site of the mouth of
River Takidis as a trade good for the gold from the Takidis River in the days prior
to the invasion by the Atayal people.
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Fig. 1. Sites of impressed pottery along the Takidis Valley.
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Fig. 2. Mouth of the River Takidis.
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PLATE |

Impressed potteries reconstructed from the site of the mouth of River Takidis.
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PLATE [

Rubbings of the potsherds with impressed designs from the site of the mouth of River Takidis.






PLATE

Rubbings of the potsherds with impressed designs from the sites along River Takidis and its

tributary, River Tausar.
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PLATE ¥

Flat type pottery (Drawings by Prof. Chen Chi-lu).
1. Pottery from the site of the mouth of River Takidis Height : 23 cm
2. Pottery from a Pangtsah tribe Height : 22.9 cm






PLATE V]

Stone implements from the site of the mouth of River Takidis.
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PLATE V]

Artifacts from the sites of the mouth of River Takidis.
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