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Archae@};@gicai survey at the Shimotabaru Site
the Island of Hateruma, Ryukyu, in 1954
By
Takeo KANASEKI, Naocichi KOKUBU, Shnijun TAwaDA and Masafumi NAGAI

In 1954 the late Mr. K. YANAGITA formed a “Research team for investigating the Ryukyu
culture” which made possible our archeological survey of the sourthern Ryukyus. Field works
were carried out in the islands of Hateruma, Ishigaki, Taketomi and the main island
of Okinawa. However, we spent as long as 20 days in working on the Hateruma island,
where so far no full-scale scientific surverys had been made. This is a report of the
field work we made there. After a careful general survey we discovered a prehistoric
shell mound in Shimotabaru of northern coastal district of this island. The excavation work

was concentrated into a two-week period from March 22 to April 5, 1954,

Three rectangular trenches measuring 2m by 6m, which were opened on the site, revealed
that only a single cultural stratum was deposited. Finds collected consist of potsherds, stone
implements including axes, adzes, needles and flat pebbles with polished faces, and shell
objects, molluscan shells and animal bones. From the type and fabric of the sherds it may
be concluded that the pottery from the Shimotabaru site seems to have some close affinities
with the “panari” type pottery of Yaevama. All the stone axes and adzes unearthed illustrate
the technigue of constructing of pre-quadrangular stone objects. With regard to their cross
section, the most common shape is elliptical in the middle. Another type of implement had
a roughly trapezoidal cross section. Though the step in Shimotabaru is not so

well developed as those in Luzon, South China and Formosa, an attempt to  produce
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a stepped butt can be found in association with irregular elliptical cross section. In some
cases, the back of oval or transitional axe-adze type is reduced to a narrow ridge with a
triangular cross section. These can be compared with sections which have a resemblance
in type to both beaked adze in Malay and pick adze in Indonesia. And there were found some
elaborate implements with hog back, which can be paralleled with the “hog-backed” adze
of Polynesia. Both shell ring and shell blade made of the lid of Turbo marmoratus can be
compared with those found from the Itanasai island and from the sites of southern Formosa.
Tt is worth noticing that the present-day Yaeyama hoe locally called “bira” has a very
similarly-typed iron blade to elongated stone implements with elliptical section pertaining

to cutting edge.
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PLATE 1
Shimotabaru area and excavated trenches

1 Shimotabary area

2 Excavated trenches
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PLATE W

Shimotabaru area

1 Excavated trenches

2, 3 Stone piles brought together through farming

4 Place where flint fragments and grayish black ware with stamped pattern were found
5 Place where grayish black ware without stamped pattern were found

6, 7 Graves

8, 9 Springs
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PLATE X

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area- 1

All implements are of hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE X

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area -2

All implemenis (Figs.1,2) are of hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE Xl

Stone implements from Shimotabaru and Mae-mura greas -1

1 Stone implements from Shimotabaru are of hard grayish blue rock

2 Stone implements from Shimotabary and Mae-mura areas
Stone implements (Nos.1,2,4 Shimotabaru, No.3-Mae-mura),

with exception of the second example (coral), are of hard grayish blue rock,
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PLATE X1

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area -3

All implements (Figs.1,2) are of hard grayish blue rock
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PLATE XV

Stoneimplements from excavated trenches- |
1,5, 7 Stone implements from the second dark brown soil
2,4, 9 Stone implements from the black soii
3,6,8,10, 11 Stone implements from the third soil deposit containing shells
Implements, with exceptions of No.1 (eruptive rock) and Nes. 7,8 (slate) , are of

hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE XV

Stone implements from excavated trenches- 2
1~ & Stone implements from the third soil deposit containing shells

All the implements, with exception of Nes. 1,2 (coral sfpne) are of sand stone.
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PLATE XW

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area- 5

All the implements are of hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE XK

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area- 6

All the implements are of hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE XX

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area- 7

All the implements are of hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE XX

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area-8

All the implements are of hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE XX

Stone implements from Shimotabaru area-9

All the implements are of hard grayish blue rock.
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PLATE XXV

Fragments of Panari type pottery from Hateruma
1

2

Fragments from the Futabaru-wah site

Fragments from Keishibaru
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PLATE X XMW

Pottery wares from Haferuma

1 Blackish wares and brown poitery
1 Blackish ware without stamped pattern from Shimotabaru
2 Blackish ware without stamged pattern from Misato
3 Blackish ware with stamped pattern from Shimotabaru
4 Brown pottery with wavy rim and mouth lip from the Futabaru-wah site

2 Panary type pottery from Hateruma
1,2  Potsherds from Naishi-mura site
3,4 8 Potsherds from the Futamoris’ land
5,6  Potsherds from Mizato-mura

7 Potsherds from Premises site of Akahachi
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PLATE X XV

Potsherds from excavated trenches



PLATE XXW
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PLATE XXX

Chinese wares from Hateruma-1
1 Fragments of Chiness celadon from Keishibary

2 Fragments of Chinese ware with brown glaze and celadon from Naishi-mura site
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PLATE XXX I

Chinese wares from Haferuma-2
1 Fragments of Chinese celadon and o pipe from Misuku-wah site

2 Fragments of Chinese celadon and blue and wtite China from Futabar-wah site
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PLATE XXX

Shells from Shimotabaru trenches- 1
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PLATE X X X W

Shells from Shimotabaru trenches- 2
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PLATE XXXV

Sus scrofa leucomystax T. & S. (wild boar)-1

1 Mandibula

2 A part of parietal and occipital bones
3 Maxilla, right, intericr view

4-6 Mandibula, exterior view

7 Mandibulae canine, left

8 Mandibulaer canine, ritght
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PLATE XXXV

Sus scrofa leucomystax T. & S. (wild boar)-2
1 a Proximal part of scapula, left, exterior view
b Distal part of scapula, right, exterior view
¢ Proximal part of scapula, right, exterior view
d Proximal part of ulna, right, interior view
a Distal part of radius, left
2 Fragments of extremity bones
Fragments of humerus, radius and tibia are seen in the uppermost row.
3 b Os ischii, left
¢ Proximal part of femur, right
d Distal part of femur, left
a Tibia, left
b Calcaneus, left
4 a Costae
b  Ossa metacarpalia

¢ Phalanges
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