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On the Prehistoric Formosa seen through the Old Documentsi
By

Naoichi KoxuBu

It is needless to say that numerous elements of Lungshanoid culture from For-
mosa are well known.  However, considerable interest has been recently aroused by
the occurreance in the Ryukyus of objects, usually associated with ancient China.
So, from the archaeological point of view, the author believes in the relation between
the Wu-yueh area and southern islands including Formosa and the Ryukyus in the
prehistoric age.

With regard to southern islands in the East Sea, in addtion to the archaeological
materials, we shall be able to make use of old Chinese documents with them. Ac-
companied with an analysis of old Chinese documents, the present author wants to
deal with prehistoric Formosa.

There is, however, a serious question for coinciding geographical designations.
The geographical recording of the Former Han Dynasty refers to the people called
Tung-ti, living far off the coast of Hui-chi province, south of the Yang-tse River.
The Tung-ti Island is supposed to be Ryukyu or Taiwan, as Dr. S. ICHIMARU -
suggests. In the following Three Kingdom Age, we find the names of I (&) Island
and Tan (&) Island, to the former the Kingdom of Wu sent the expeditionary
forces and captured thousands of natives there, being unable to reach the latter.
Dr. K. SHIRATORI remarks that the Tungti Island (“Tun” means the “east”) corre-
sponds with the T Island, and the Tan Island with the Tane Island. Dr. R. KuwaTa
suggests that both “Tungti” and “I” were named after fictious island in the south-
ern sea, and the name of the “I” Island was applied to Formosa, when the forces
of the Wu Kingdom landed there.

I have an opinion that the fictious names of “Tungti” or “I”, in those days
from the Han Dynasty to Three Kingdom Age, meant southern islands of the East
Sea including Formosa and the Ryukyus. However, generally speaking, I understand
that Formosa might be the representative island for the “I” Islands, because For-
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mosa is the biggest island that lies near the East Wu area.
With regard to the Tan Island, Dr. K. SHIRATORI remarks that the Tan Island

corresponds with the Tane Island. Viewing from the archaeological finds such as
Taotie objects and Dragon pendants found from the Hirata site (Yayoi period) of
the Tane Island, I believe that Dr. K. SHIRATORI’S opinion is archaeologically
backed up.

For three centuries, from the Three Kingdom Age to the Sui Dynasty, there
was no allusion to Formosa or the Ryukyus in the Chinese recordings. In the Sui-shu,
we find a2 more or less minute description on the Liu-chiu, which was invaded by the
forces of the Sui Dynasty and they captured thousands of natives. Dr. S. IcHIMURA
points out a noteworthy coincidence between the description of this island and that
of the I Island. There have been much debates as to whether this Liu-chiu was
Formosa or Okinawa, or whether the informations about these islands are confused
each other in the Chinese recordings of the Sui Dynasty.

The vocabulary of the native in the Sui—shﬁ, deciphered by Dr. K. SHIRATORI,
suggests an affinity with the Indonesian language. But Dr. T. KANAZEKI
suggests that some geographical names in the Ryukyus may be related to some
Indonesian geographical names, because there is a common word construction among
them. He also suggests that it is not credible that there was a replacement of race,
but there might be only a replacement of language in such a case.

From archaeological and ethnological views including the linguistic point as su-
ggested by Dr. T. KaNazeki, the author thinks that some confused informations on
these islands, Formosa and the Ryukyus, were conferred in the recordings of the
Sui Dynasty. However, with regard to the stone plough described in the Sui-shu,
the author believes that the compiler of the Sui-shu described the stone plough used by
prehistoric Formosans, because a lot of stone ploughs are found from the prehistoric
~ sites of Formosa.

Chao Ju-kua, a geographer and superintendent for the merchant shipping in
Fuchien province, wrote : “In Liu-chiu, there are no particular products, and the
natives have a liking for piracy, and so few merchants go there”. In his famous
Chu-fan-chih, we find for the first time the name of Peng-hu, the island lying
between Formosa and Continent.

With regard to Bisaya, Dr. R. KuwaTA and Mr. INO believe that Chao-ju-kua
referred to the Visayan of the Philippines. The present author is, however, inclined
to believe that Chao-ju-kua meant some south western Formosa in the name of
Bisaya. If my opinion is permitted, the Chi-fan-chi seems to be a very important docu-
ment which referred to the metal using of Formosan natives in the Sung Dynasty.

According to the “Discours ende cort verhael vant enlant Formosa”by CaNDIDIUS,
we can find out some vocabularies about iron and copper. So we can point out the
existence of iron and copper in the Favolan tribe.

With regard to Tan-ma-yen seen in the Chi-fan-chih, Dr. T. KANAZEKI suggests
the distribution of the geographical names which have similar pronouciation to Tan-
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ma-yen in the areas including islands of Bashi channel and Formosa. He also points
out that the Tan-ma-yen areas seem to have had special culture related with the
fishing, hunting and land cultivation. In the “Fan-su-liu-kao” by Huan-shu-ching, we
can refer to the description on pottery making of the aboriginals and some records
about the emigration route of the Siryaya tribe.
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