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On the Site Relating to the Wu-kuei (&%) Legend
By

Naoichi KoxusuU

It is well-known that legends on the Wu-kuei (black devil) are mentioned in the
Taiwan-hsien Chih and Ho-shan-hsien Tsai-fan-tse. But we may well wonder
whether these Wu-kuei were Negroid people or not. The Tai-wan-hsien Chih says
that the Wu-kuei can walk on the water like a man going on the flat earth.
However, the above account seems to have been brought from the Dutch legend in
Ming history.

With regard to the Wukuei legend mentioned in Ho-shan-hsien Tsai-fang-tse,
more terrible coloring seems to have been added.

In the “Geological Dictionary of Taiwan”, four Wu-kuei legend sites are men-
tioned by Mr. K. Ino. These sites are as follows:

1. Wu-kuei Bridge (Yung-kang dist.) in Taiwan-hsien Shih

2. Wu-kuei Well (Tainan city) in Taiwan-hsien Chih

3. Wu-kuei-po Hill (Kuang-yin-li) in Ho-shan-hsien Tsai-fang-tse

4. Wu-kuei Cave (Hsia-liu-chiu Island) in Ho-shan-hsien Tsai-fang-tse

Mr. K. Ino regards these places as the sites related with Negroid people who
were brought to Formosa in the Dutch occupation days. However, we may well
wonder whether all these were the sites left by Negroid people or not.

Viewed from the description in Ho-shan-hsien Tsani-fanf-tse saying that strange
stones and beads in agate were found from Wu-kuei-po hill, it seems natural to
regard Wu-kuei-po hill as a prehistoric site or ancient site of Pei-po-tribe people.

With regard to Wu-kuei cave, the present author rather infers the cave as the
site related with the prehistoric Hsiao-liu-chiu people.  The author’s research work
on Hsiao-liu-chiu Island in May, 1948 brought some perspective concerning the culture
of the pre-chinese inhabitants destroyed long ago. Dr. T. Kanazexi and I found
the earth bed in the Wu-kuei Cave, and stone-cists of Taliao which suggested the
burial in stretched position have a close resemblance to those of Ken-ting.
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