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On the method of the business-economic
study of fishing family (2)
—Several points which the reform of the fishing

system after the War has overlooked.—
By

Densuke SHINKAWA.

The reform of the fishing system in Japan after the war aimed apparently at
(1) democratization of the fishing village where the old feudalistic tradition pre-
vailed as yet and (2 ) improvement of the low productivity of fishing family which
consists of the main elements of the coastal fishing in Japan. The reform has been
materialized in the fishing corporation law (1948) and in the new fishing law (1950).
But the history of ten years since the reform has proved contrary to the aim and
been obliged to review to-day whether the fishing family has actually been improved
in his income or not, whether the measures taken through these laws has been correct
or not. The publication of “The fundamental problems and the fundamental policies
therefor” last autumn is one of the symptoms. This article is to deal with the ana-
lysis of its cause. .

1. The Japanese fishing was severely damaged due to the war and its production
decreased down to one-third of the pre-war level. Its recovery after the War was
planned, first of all, to resume the course of the imperialistic, expansionistic
fishing as seen in the pre-war time. The priority to the big business and oceanic
fishing sections in financing and in affording facilities of the supply of materials
was proceeded from the Government. The reform for the improvement of fishing
family was entirely out of range.

2. But the reform of the fishing village was requested from various sides: one from
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civilian and the other from the Occupation Forces. They were coincident in the
democratization of the fishing village.  Because the source of the Japanese mili-
tarism was thought to have been in the agricultural and fishing villages. The
nuance of requests for the reform was different, but they obliged the Government
to set about the reform.

3. In the reform the Government aimed at how to maintain the control organization,
namely the fishing organizations from central down to local, and at the same time
to continue their political and economic influence upon the fishing village. The
reform carried out by the Government was not to materialize the democratization,
nor the improvement of the low producttivity of the fishing family economy.
Because the reform did not touch the production process itself of the fishing family.

4. In the reform the fishing family business has been organized in the fishing corpo-
ration in each district, but the in activity in fishing, sale of catch and purchase
of materials, the fishing family is not amalgamated in the corporation. The fishing
family and the corporation stand independent, in the dualistic position. How the
fishing family carried on his activity is let laissez faire. Thus the low productivity
of fishing family has not been solved; he catches and sells fishes as he did before.
Whether he utilizes the corporation or not is free to him. Everything remains
status quo ante. This is the reason why the reform has failed. This article sees
its causes in the organization of the fishing corporation and the policy taken by
the Government towards the fishing family.
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