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Society and Life of Tsuno-shima
By

Juichi MaTsuzawa, Densuke SHINKAWA, Shyogo NAKAMURA,
Naoichi KokuBU and Masuo TAKASE

Tsuno-shima is a small island situated near Kottoi harbour in Kitaura district,
Yamaguchi prefecture. It is configured by two topographical upheaved blocks,
namely, Motoyama and Oyama. It is said that these have been separated by the
dislocation.

Two clusters of dwellings, Sato and Nakamura, are located on the upheaved flat
place of the Motoyama block and one cluster of dwellings is located at the Oyama
block. As the Motoyama block fits for agriculture, two villages, Sato and Nakamura,
seem to have been developed as a farming community. While the Oyama village is
located on the sand-covered hill. So, generally speaking, this block does not fit for
the cultivaion, and the village was obliged to find a way for fisheries in the recent
years. The field research of the island was often carried out at intervals, from
August, 1959, to December, 1960.

In the following pages this attempt is made to present our researches on the
communities of the island from historic, folkloric, sociological, economic and fishing
standpoints. ‘
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Wharf of the Oyama village

Beach of the Oyama village

Boat hut

Memorial monument for the fishing siruggle with the Shimado village

Showing a part of the shore-reef
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. Wet field for rice cultivation of Motoyama
. Low field at the foot of the Sato village
. Showing the terraced wet fields and boat-huts along the beach of the

north western sea coast

. Hut for drying the tobaco leaves
. Dry field fertilized by the sea weeds
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