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On the Method of the Business-economic Sfudy of Fishing Family— ].*
By

Densuke SHINKAWA

1) National-economic background after the War ]| which obliged to orientate the
study of fishing industry towards the coastal fishing.

The orientation of the extensive development of the Japanese fishing activity after
the War ]| was shown by the following slogan: Coastal fishing to far coastal, far
coastal to Oceanic. But this line of development was checked by several international
fishing treaties, for example, Japan-U.S. A-Canada fishing treaty on the Pacific Ocean
area, Russo-Japanese treaty on the Northern Seas and Sino-Japan fishing agreement
between both civilian circles on the Yellow and East-China Seas. They are just the
dead-lock seen from the pre-War conception of the Oceanic fishing by the Japanese.
This is the first cause to review the coastal fishing which has been neglected.

The slogan was to help the recovery of big business in the fishing industry,
because on the basis of the capacity (including fish-boat, capital) of small business it
was actually impossible to cope with the slogan. The fact that the Government
helped big business in finance and other items, although the fishing is officially based
upon free activity and competition, was to aim at the speedy recovery of the Japanese
fishing up to the pre-War level. So long as the problem of the study of the Japanese
fishing is concerned, the problem to be solved first is why the fishing family engaged
in the coastal fishing could and can not develop towards the Ocean fishing. But the
study in this field has not perused the cause. Because the main line of the develop-
ment of the Japanese fishing industry was hitherto towards the ocean. But the inter-
national treaties, as above mentioned, have obliged to change the line of the develop-
ment from oceanic to coastal. This is the reason why the fishing family economy has
come out as the subject of the study.

The second reason is that the remarkable status of the disintegration process of
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the fishing family shown in the two censuses of 1949 and 1954 called attention of the
Governmental authorities as well as the researchers. The disintegration of the fishing
family economy was entirely the reverse result, because the fishing reform of 1949
seemed to promise to check the declining of the fishing family economy. This result
has shown that the hitherto study in this line has many defects. The reform tried to
improve the fishing family economy solely under the viewpoint of capitalistic fishing,
ignoring the fact that the fishing family economy is one phase of the composure of
agriculture and fishing.

2) Two methods of studying the fishing-village or family economy.

The fishing family is a molecule of the fishing village. It is only since the be-
ginning of Showa period that the fishing village economy was taken up as the subject
of study, but the study divided the fishing economy into two: the capitalistic business
and the fishing family, and in the latter the study lacked the eonomic-theoretical
analysis, thus falling into the mere economic-geographical description.

Due to the fact that the fishing village is situated far from cities and remains
there still many data for the folkslore and for the archaeology, the economic-geo-
graphical study of the village has been added by the folkslore and archaeology, and
these methods of study have gradually accended up to the main, thus the proper eco-
nomic study being neglected. The defect shown in the geographical study was to
set the focus upon the quantity of the catch in each kind of fishing, and to conclude
the sign how the village economy improves. The results deduced from the study of
the folkslore and archeology have no relation with the village economy itself.

The fishing family is engaged usually in various kinds of fishing and the returns
of the family does not coincide with the catch quantity: i.e., such various factors as
the demand and supply, transportation etc., affect upon the prices of fish every day.
Moreover there is a fact that the fishing family economy is composed of chiefly agri-
culture and fishing.

The essential conception to analyse the fishing family economy is not the capital
invested, but the labour to be raised. The kind and capacity of fishing engaged by
the fishing family is decided upon by the labour the family can supply. Thus, problems
of fishing family economy are: the relation between kinds of fishing and the standard
of living of the fishing family, the effect of the development of the capitalistic enter-
prise in the fishing upon the fishing family economy.

3) The structure of the fishing family economy in the national economy.

According to the two censuses a fourth of the fishing family earns their living

solely by fishing

fishing only fishing plus other job
fishing returns a b c Qorererrerrrnneens
\\/ /\ [ onvnnennnanenannes
returns by others X v Zoeeerereneneneanans
Gross returns a (b +x) (c+7Y) (d+2) wrreemmenn
Living expenses s S s s
Surplus (a—58) (b+xX—38) (C+YT—8) s
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b>x is the family which living basis consists chiefly in fishing and ¢ <y in
other job except fishing.

In the Western Japan the representative kind of fishing in (a) is small type
semi-trawl fishing, but its fishing method is easy to break the boundary of the fishing
field allocated upon the fishing corporation the fishing family belongs to. In this case
the fact that the larger the fishing becomes in scale, the bigger the returns is proved
in statistical data, and this is the reason why capitalistic production grew in this
kind of fishing.

On the contrary, the settled net fishing method can be carried out within the
limit of the area allocated. The contrast between dynamic and static method of
fishing is the key whether the coastal fishing can remain or not within the boundary
of small fishing field area, which the coastal fishing, accordingly the fishing family
rely on.

In b>x, ¢>y, x or V¥ is chiefly agriculture. In the foretimes the fish was
necessary for the agriculture as the organic utilizer, thus fishing and agriculture
were two elements which could not be separated for the agricultural production, but
the development of the chemical utilizer industry in recent years cut off this insepa-
rable connection between agriculture and fishing. Therefore, if the fishing family
continues agriculture, it means only to compensate the defects of living expenses
when only one of the two is carried.

This change of meaning of co-carrying on of agriculture and fishing comes as
well from the side of agriculture. As the agriculture develops, the items of agricul-
ture also separate into ricefarming, vegetable or fruits gardening etc. This is the
second cause of the necessity that the fishing separates from agriculture. This sepa-
ration extends gradually from agriculture to various commercial and industrial jobs
which hitherto carried on by the fishing family, and enables the family to remove
from agriculture-fishing to fishing-commerce or industry. Finally the lowest class of
the family becomes half fisherman, half labourer, which means that he has lost his
character as the small producer, talling into labourer class. These phenomena are one
of the effects on the coastal fishing as the capitalistic production develops. The object
of studying the fishing family economy is to clarify this negative side.
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