AR A B W K IR H R
KU 5 W W

/

B 4 B -

Researches on the Shell-mound of Komesu-bama, Okinawa.
By

Naoichi Kokusu

The field work was carried out by the author on the coast at the Komesu-bama
district, Okinawa, from 24th to 28th of April, 1956. The trial trench, 2meters wide
and 8meters long, revealed a prehistoric shell mound. The soil layer bellow the sur-
face was composed of blackish organic soil with an admixture of broken bones of
wild boar and of fish. The black soil layer ranged in thickness from 40cm to 6Scm.
Though the potsherds were found in fragment, frequent discoveries were made of
wares on which simple patterns were incised. Not a whit of ceramics of earlier
phase was discovered. They have a close resemblance to those from the late prehistoric
shell mound of Okinawa and Amami. Mixed up with potsherds, many roughly-flaked

stone fragments were unearthed.
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Fig. 1. Map of the Komesu-bama district, Okinawa.
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Fig. 2. Plan of the place where excavation was

taken place.
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Fig. 3. Sections of Trench.
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Fig. 4. Patterns and Profiles: Fig. 5. Patterns and Profiles:
1. Unearthed from the black soil-IB. 1. Unearthed from the black socil-llIB.
2,3, ibid. IIB. 2,3. ibid. lIB.
4. Unearthed from the surface soil. 4. ibid, VB,
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Fig. 8. Pattarns and Profiles:

1. Unearthed from the surface soil-IB. 3,4,5,8,12,14, ibid. 1B
13. ibid. HB. 6,7. ibid. IVB.
2. Unearthed from the black soil-lIB. 9,10,11. ibid. B,

3

Fig. 9. Patterns ard Profiles:

3,4,6. ibid. IB.
2. Unearthed from the surface soil. 5,8,9. ibid. 1IB.
1. Unearthed from the black soil-1VB. 7. ibid. 1B,
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Fig. 10. Rim profiles: Fig. 11
1,2,3,5. Unearthed from 1B,
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. Rim profiles:
1. Urearthed from the black soil-IVB.

4, ibid. I11IB. 2,3. ibid. 1B, 4, ibid. IVB,
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Fig. 12. Rim profiles: Fig

1.2.10, Unearthed from the black soil-ll B,
3,4,5,6. ibid. IVB.

8,9. ibid. IB.

7. ibid. HIB.

5

. 13, Small objects unknown for thair

use & a piece of spout and bottom
profiles: 1,2,5, Unearthed from the
black soil-l B. 3. ibid. IVB. 4,
Unearthed from the surpace soil. IIB.
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Fig. 14. Bottom profiles:
1,5,9,16,19,21, Unearthed from the black soil~IB,
2,6,10,11, ibid. HIB.
3,8,13,14,18,20. ibid, lIB.
4,7,12,15,17, ibid. 1vB.
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Geloina luchuana (Pilsbry)
Asaphis dichotoma (Anton)
Tridacna elongata (Lamarck)
Spondylus sp

Cellana testudinaria (Linné)
Trochus niloticus maximus philippi
Turbo argyrostemus Linng

Cyclophorus sp

L FVE LD

Lambis chiragra (Linné)
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11. Lambis truneata Humphrey 5 & PR
12. Bursa rana (Linné) HR AT S
13. Bursa bufonia (Gmelin) BEICL
14. Fasciolaria trapezium (Linné) OHnEFEEITH
15. Fasciolaria filamentosa (Roding) hNEE XIED
16. Pwpura armigera (Link) L6 L BRn
17. Mauritia sp T B AN D —TE
18. Strombus luhnanus Linné EH RV
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PLATE 1

1. Jungle near the trial trench.
2. Back view of the dune covered with jungle.
3. Trial trench.

4,5. Views showing the unearthed potsherds and bones.
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