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Cliff-burials at Yamagawa Port, Kagoshima Prefecture.

By
Naoichi KOKUBU

-

In August, 1954, the present writer excavated an ancient burial site at the
.bottom of the gigantic rock cliff near Fukumoto-cho in the port town of Yamagawa,
Kagoshima Prefecture.

In the upper part of a layer about 2 metre thick, human bones of later historic
age were found all jumbled up.

Moreover, in the lower part of the layer, fragments of ancient Yuwaibe and
Johmon type earthenware were found, no whit of later phase ceramics occurring.
And just beneath the spot which contained ancient pottery, a complete structure
of human bones of an adult woman with a mirror and trace of a sword was
discovered.

It seems to be worthy of particular attention that a burial custom utilizing a
cliff or cave has obtained in Ohshima (&), Ryukyu (¥¥k), and southern islands
lving in the Japan current.

So the cliff burial anciently obtained at the port of Yamégawa is to be
considered as a new find linking it naturally with the burial custom in the
southern islands.

Reffering to more forms of ancient cliff or cave burial, several remarkable
evidences have been detected on the Pacific coast ranging from Hiuga (H[R) far
up to the northeast mountainuous tract of Ohu (E&3]) provinces. ’

According to Dr. Yuwao Ohba (-ki#5%), this ancient form of burial rites was
observed in Japan from the later Johmon period down to the early stage of the
Old-Tomb (L1%) one.
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Fig. 1. Showing The burial place at the port of
yamagawa, Kagoshima Pref.
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Fig. 2. Showing stratal condition at the section exposed by the road construction.
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Fig. 3. Showing horizontal sections, at a depth of ISOcm of the excavated trenches
and position of a buried skeleton.

Pay heed to the metal fitting and trace of a sword discernible on the mirror.
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Showing stratal condition around containd remains.
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the reach of the dead body’s feet buried at a depth of

200cm) block was removed. A spatura (No. 2 ) marking
E0cm.
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(1) Burial place at the bottom of the gigantic rock cliff at
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PLATE H—,

Enlarged map of the place where the excavation took place.
Locations, No. 1-—7, indicate the points that cross sesctional
charts were made.
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Vertical section batween A and B indicated on the map in Plate 1. Section at

points No. 4 —5 indicates the location where a complete skeleton was found.
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Cross sections at points No. 1 — 7 indicated on the map in Plate Ill, 1,
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1. Showing the view of the burial place and the skeleton found at a depth of 180cm;,
2, Closer view of the skeleton
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